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Fire Department 
 

DATE: 
 

1/14/2022 

FROM: 
 

Joel Boespflug, Fire Chief 

ITEM: 
 

CRS Program – Annual Recertification 

 

REQUEST: 

Continue participation in the Community Rating System (CRS) program and submit annual re-
certification documentation.   Request to provide the City Commission and viewing public a brief 
status of flood mitigation action items as identified in the 2020 Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan and to inform of the availability of the annual progress report (CRS Activity 510) which 
summarizes the implementation status of the flood mitigation projects.  

 

Please place this item on the January 25, 2022 City Commission meeting agenda. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
The required annual CRS recertification documentation (attached) has been completed and is 

due for submission by February 1, 2022.  As part of the annual recertification process, attached 

is the annual progress report regarding the status of flood mitigation action items as outlined in 

the city’s 2020 Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Gloria David, City PIO will be distributing a news 

release to provide for public awareness of the CRS program and availability of the annual 

progress report.  Gary Stockert, City Emergency Manager, will be available to address any 

questions the Board may have regarding the CRS program and recertification process.    

 

RECOMMENDED CITY COMMISSION ACTION: 

Receive and accept the CRS program recertification documentation attached, including the 
annual progress report, and provide the required signature on the CC-213 Community Rating 
System Annual Recertification form. 

 

 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Gary Stockert | 222.6727 or gstockert@bismarcknd.gov 
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OUTREACH LETTER 
 
December 29, 2021 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
You have received this letter because the City of Bismarck is a participating community in the 
National Floodplain Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS), and your 
property is either located in an area that has been flooded several times, or at least one of your 
neighbors suffered insured flood damage in excess of $1,000 two or more times.   The CRS is a 
voluntary incentive program that recognizes and encourages community floodplain 
management activities that exceed the minimum NFIP requirements.  As a result, flood 
insurance premium rates may be discounted to reflect the reduced flood risk resulting from the 
City of Bismarck meeting the goals of the CRS program.  To protect yourself and your property 
from future flooding, here are some things you can do.  
 
Consider permanent flood protection measures: 

• Mark your fuse or breaker box to show the circuits to the floodable areas. 

• Consider elevating your house above flood levels.  

• Additional information can be found at www.ready.gov/floods 

• Building permits may be required for some flood protection measures, contact the City of 
Bismarck Building Division for more information. 

 
Get a Flood Insurance Policy: 

• Most homeowner’s standard policies do not cover damage from floods. 

• Because the City of Bismarck participates in the NFIP, separate flood insurance policies 
can be purchased. 

• If you purchased flood insurance as required by the terms of your mortgage or home 
improvement loan, it may only cover the building’s structure and not the contents, such 
as furniture and appliances.  Be sure to obtain contents coverage.  

• Don’t wait for the next flood to buy insurance projection.  In most cases it takes 30 days 
before coverage takes effect. 

• Contact your insurance agent for questions and information regarding rates and 
coverage.  You may qualify for a discounted rate.  Be sure your insurance agent knows 
the appropriate community number for the City of Bismarck.  The community number is 
380149. 

 
Prepare for possible flooding: 

• Know how to shut off the electricity and gas to your house when a flood comes. 

• Make a list of emergency numbers and identify a safe place to go. 

• Make a household inventory, especially of basement contents.  

• Put insurance policies, valuable papers, medicine, etc. in a handy place. 

• Collect and put cleaning supplies, camera, waterproof boots, etc. in a handy place.  

http://www.bismarcknd.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/floods
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• Develop a disaster response plan.  

• Clean and maintain the drains around your home, including roof gutters, down spouts, 
drain inlets, pipes, drainage ditches, and driveway culverts. 

 
During a Flood: 

• Never drive or walk-through flooded areas.  Water levels can rise unexpectedly and be 
deadly.  

• Stay away from downed power lines and displaced wild animals in the water, such as 
rats or snakes. 

 
For more information regarding the NFIP or CRS, please contact the City of Bismarck – 
Floodplain Administrator, Brady Blaskowski at 701-355-1467. 

 

http://www.bismarcknd.gov/
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CRS Activity 510  

Progress Report on Implementation of Credited Plan 

 

Date this Report was Prepared:  January 13, 2022 

Name of Community:  City of Bismarck, ND   

Name of Plan:  Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan  

Date of Adoption of Plan: January 12, 2021.      
 

5 Year CRS Expiration Date:  February 1, 2022 

 

Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Availability: 

The 2020 Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, addressing the flood hazard and other 

hazards, is available on the city’s website located on the Emergency Management “Get 

Prepared” page at https://www.bismarcknd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/22621/Bismarck-

MHMP-2020-Public?bidId= 

 

The 202 Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is also made available to the public via 

the City of Bismarck website at www.bismarcknd.gov on the home page within 

Services, Flood Resources.   Also, citizens or other interested parties may contact the 

Bismarck Emergency Management office at 701-222-6727 to obtain a copy. 

 

1. CRS 510 Progress Report Development and Dissemination: 
This CRS Activity 510 flood mitigation progress report (Progress Report) is developed 

by Gary Stockert, City Emergency Manager (and CRS Program Coordinator) in 

cooperation with representatives from other city departments including Administration, 

Community Development, and Public Works.  This Progress Report is made available to 

the city commission, media and general public via news release and media advisory to 

inform of the CRS Activity 510 progress report agenda item placed on the January 25 

2022 City Commission Meeting.   The commission meeting minutes remain available via 

the city’s website within the “Agenda Center” and “Archive Center” permanently.   The 

flood mitigation annual Progress Report is also made available to the public via the City 

of Bismarck website at www.bismarcknd.gov on the home page within Services, Flood 

Resources. It is also published for a period of time within the News on the homepage.    

 

https://www.bismarcknd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/22621/Bismarck-MHMP-2020-Public?bidId
https://www.bismarcknd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/22621/Bismarck-MHMP-2020-Public?bidId
http://www.bismarcknd.gov/
http://www.bismarcknd.gov/
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2. Implementation Status of Flood Hazard Mitigation Action Items: 

 

Status of Flood Mitigation Action 
Items as identified in the 2020 
Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Status 

1. Apply to participate in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) Community 
Rating System (CRS). 

Completed.   Approved as Class 8. 
Effective Date (flood policy insurance reductions) 
is October 1, 2017. 

2. Apex Engineering has been contracted to 
conduct a preliminary investigation into 
solutions to reduce urban flooding in south 
Bismarck in the Expressway and South 12th 
Street areas.    

 

Completed.   Identified infrastructure project 
solutions were completed in 2017 to reduce 
flooding in this area.   This project addresses 
those vulnerable areas as identified in the 
mitigation plan including 12th street (University 
Drive to Bismarck Expressway) and Bismarck 
Expressway from 7th Street to 12th Street. 

3. Continue Watershed master planning and 
updating as an on-going mitigation activity 
conducted jointly by Engineering, Public 
Works, and Community Development. 

Completed and on-going.   Annual funds are 
allocated within the budget (approx. 60K) for 
continuous updating of the master plan. 
 

4. Develop an Emergency Action Plan for 
Jackman Coulee Dam #2.  (Tom O’Leary 
Golf Course) 

Completed in 2020.   

5. Conduct maintenance activities at Jackman 
Coulee Dam #2 (Tom O’Leary Golf Course) 
as recommended by the State Water 
Commission and/or annual inspections 
conducted by Bismarck Public Works. 

Complete and On-Going.   Annual inspections 
are completed for all outfalls, dam, and ponds 
related to the Jackman Coulee Dam #2 located 
at the Tom O’Leary Golf Course. 

6. Maintain existing flood protective measures 
to minimize vulnerability as a result of ice 
jams as well as 100-year and 500-year flood 
events.   Note: Refers to maps (Figures 1 
thru 5) within “existing mitigation”   

Complete and On-Going.  All flood gate 
structures are exercised and maintained 
annually.      

Public Education Topics: 

7. Coordinate and/or support NFIP flood 

insurance promotional efforts including the 

availability of flood insurance for community 

residents and businesses.   

8. Conduct Flood Mitigation and Preparedness 
Public Education efforts for local citizens and 
businesses. 

- Flood preparedness and mitigation public 
education materials are maintained within the 
city’s website as well informational materials 
readily available at various locations including the 
Bismarck Library and 2nd Floor of City County 
Building (Community Development). 
 
 
December 21, 2021:  Facebook post providing 
awareness of potential river rise due to potential 
freeze-in due to colder temperatures. 
 
Dec 29, 2021:   Outreach letter sent to all homes 
within Repetitive Loss area identified to inform of 
flood risk and opportunity for insurance via NFIP. 
 
 
January 25, 2022: Inform public of flood progress 
report availability via media news release and 
posting the progress report to the city’s website. 
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New Flood Mitigation Action Items Identified 

in the 2020 Bismarck Multi-Hazard Mitigation 

Plan. 

Status 

Bismarck is currently rated at Class 8 within the 

Community Rating System.   Pursue Class 7 

status when likely to qualify as Class 7 based on 

current activities. 

The City of Bismarck will be completing a new 
application as part of the standard 5-Year cycle.    
The City of Bismarck will be contacted by FEMA 
and the ISO Specialist to initiate the process, 
likely in year 2022.   

Provide protection to the wastewater treatment 

plant outfall:  Place control structures along the 

wastewater treatment plant outfall near the Tavis 

structure and the river to protect the wastewater 

treatment plant from inundation when river levels 

at Bismarck gage station rise to 13'. 

The project is currently under design.   Project 
construction is anticipated to occur late 2022 
through 2023.  

 

 

3. Additional Planned, Recommended, or Mitigation Project Revisions:   

• To address flood hazard vulnerability as identified in the previous and current 

Multi-Hazard Mitigation plan, Public Works has enhanced the pumping 

capabilities at the 7th and 9th Street underpasses to alleviate urban flooding 

impact during major rain events.   Pumping equipment at the 7th street location 

was replaced in 2019. 

• ND State Water Commission is coordinating with FEMA and Burleigh County to 

conduct a review of the Burleigh County FEMA Flood Risk Map.   Bismarck will 

be supporting that project as necessary.    The review process itself and 

completion of an updated flood risk map will inform applicable future mitigation 

action items. 

 

 




